Revelation 1:4-8

41, John, am writing this letter. | am sending it to the seven churches in Asia Minor.

May grace and peace come to you from God. He is the one who is, and who was, and who will
come. May grace and peace come to you from the seven spirits. These spirits are in front of
God'’s throne. ® May grace and peace come to you from Jesus Christ. He is the faithful witness,
so what he has shown can be trusted. He was the first to rise from the dead. He rules over the
kings of the earth. Glory and power belong to Jesus Christ who loves us! He has set us free
from our sins by pouring out his blood for us. ¢ He has made us members of his royal family. He
has made us priests who serve his God and Father. Glory and power belong to Jesus Christ for
ever and ever! Amen.

7“Look! He is coming with the clouds!” (Daniel 7:13)

“Every eye will see him.
Even those who pierced him will see him.”

All the nations of the earth “will mourn because of him.” (Zechariah 12:10)
This will really happen! Amen.

8¢ am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End,” says the Lord God. “l am the
God who is, and who was, and who will come. | am the Mighty One.”

John 20:19-31

19 0n the evening of that first day of the week, the disciples were together. They had locked
the doors because they were afraid of the Jewish leaders. Jesus came in and stood among
them. He said, “May peace be with you!” 2 Then he showed them his hands and his side. The
disciples were very happy when they saw the Lord. 2! Again Jesus said, “May peace be with
you! The Father has sent me. So now | am sending you.” 22 He then breathed on them. He said,
“Receive the Holy Spirit. 2 If you forgive anyone’s sins, their sins are forgiven. If you do not
forgive them, they are not forgiven.” 2* Thomas was one of the 12 disciples. He was also called
Didymus. He was not with the other disciples when Jesus came. ?° So they told him, “We have
seen the Lord!” But he said to them, “First | must see the nail marks in his hands. | must put
my finger where the nails were. | must put my hand into his side. Only then will | believe.” 26 A
week later, Jesus’ disciples were in the house again. Thomas was with them. Even though the
doors were locked, Jesus came in and stood among them. He said, “May peace be with

you!” 2 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here. See my hands. Reach out your hand
and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe.” 2 Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my
God!” 2 Then Jesus told him, “Because you have seen me, you have believed. Blessed are
those who have not seen me but still have believed.” * Jesus performed many other signs in
front of his disciples. They are not written down in this book. 3! But these are written so that
you may believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God. If you believe this, you will have life
because you belong to him.
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